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Gen er a l  Com m en t s 

 

The paper was well balanced and provided am ple opportunit ies for 

different iat ion. The m ajority of candidates at tem pted the paper very 

well and scored good m arks. I n quest ions 1 and 2, the two 

unconnected passages for t ranslat ion were interest ing, inform at ive 

and well within the level of this exam inat ion. As usual, Urdu to 

English t ranslat ion was well at tem pted by the m ajority of candidates.  

The English to Urdu t ranslat ion did not  show any significant  

im provem ent  at  all from  previous years. Only som e pieces of good 

English to Urdu t ranslat ion were seen. For tasks such as let ter 

writ ing, the m ajority of the candidates used fair ly accurate language 

relevant  to the task and gave a realist ic and creat ive account  of the 

event  of their  grandparents’ celebratory event . Only a few candidates 

failed to do just ice to this part  of com posit ion writ ing. Som e 

candidates turned this event  into a wedding funct ion, which was 

inappropriate to the task required. I n som e cases, there was a lack of 

accurate and fluent  language, not  enough use of appropriate 

vocabulary and connect ives. Adherence to the topic giving a realist ic 

looking account  with som e flavour of creat iveness was being sought  

for scoring high m arks.  

The t ranslat ion passages in quest ions 2(b)  and 3(a)  appeared to be a 

lit t le m ore dem anding when com pared to quest ions 2(a)  and 3(b) . 

This provided an overall balance in the paper for different iat ion. There 

were som e key words im bedded in the passages to allow further 

different iat ion. The m ajority of candidates produced good pieces of 

t ranslat ions, while som e candidates cont inued to lose m arks for poor 

spellings and for t ranslat ing direct ions incorrect ly.  

 

I n few cases, a tendency to use phonet ic or Rom an English was also 

seen, indicat ing that  the candidates understood the text  and knew 

how to t ranslate it  into Urdu, but  st ruggled to write in Urdu correct ly.  

 

The best  pieces of t ranslat ions were those where proper t ranslat ion 

was done for com plete sentences within the context  of the passage.  

 

 

 

 

  



 

Qu est ion  1 :  Tr an sla t in g  g r am m at ica l  sen t en ces  

 

I n this quest ion, there were five sentences for English to Urdu 

t ranslat ion. The sect ion was well at tem pted by the m ajor ity of 

candidates. Those with good knowledge of gram m ar and vocabulary 

perform ed very well and achieved alm ost  full m arks. Many of 

candidates found sentences (a, c and e)  difficult  and lost  one or two 

m arks. The overall perform ance of candidates was not  too bad. 

 

(a)  This sentence was usually well at tem pted by m ost  candidates. 

Som e candidates st ruggled with ‘now becom ing’.   

(b)  I n this sentence, a few candidates m ade a variety of guesses 

about  the phrase ‘unsure’.    

( c)  Many candidates t ranslated the word ‘or ’ as ‘and’.  

(d)  This was usually well at tem pted by m ost  candidates. Only a few 

candidates st ruggled with ‘delighted to see m e back’.  

(e)  Most  candidates found it  t r icky and st ruggled with phrase ‘f lew 

around the nest ’.   

 

Qu est ion  2 :  Tr an sla t ion  f r om  Ur d u  t o  En g l i sh   

 

(a)  This passage was about  ‘Healthy lifestyle’ and carr ied 15 m arks. 

This quest ion was the test  of candidates’ bilingual skills. The m ajority 

of candidates with good knowledge of gram m ar and vocabulary 

tackled the passage very well.  They dem onst rated their  bilingual 

abilit y and scored good m arks. A sm all num ber of candidates with 

poor bilingual skills found the passage challenging. Only a few 

candidates st ruggled to produce a good piece of t ranslat ion. Many 

candidates cont inued to m isinterpret  certain key words and phrases 

within the text  e.g. ‘form er’;  ‘TV presenter ’;  ‘Anaem ia’;  ‘iron level’;  

‘posit ive person’;  ‘st ressed’;  dist racted and irr itable’;  ‘balancing work 

hom e life’;  ‘a bat t le between ending to do list ’;  ‘m y st rength and m y 

nerves’.  On the other hand, som e candidates decided to use 

alternat ive t ranslat ions for m any of the above words and phrases and 

ended up with ent irely different  t ranslat ion for parts of the passage. 

I ronically,  som e candidates decided to skip certain sentences from  

the t ranslat ion where they felt  they could not  t ranslate them  

properly, hence they ended up losing m arks. 

  



 

 

(b)  This was a short  passage about  ‘I ncreased recycling’ and 

carr ied 10 m arks. The passage was a lit t le m ore dem anding than 

usual but  very relevant  to their  daily life. Translat ions containing poor 

spellings, gram m at ically incorrect  sentences ended up scoring low 

m arks. Som e words and phrases which proved challenging for m any 

candidates were:  ‘waste paper’;  ‘recycled’;  ‘decreases’;  ‘world’s 

newspaper indust ry’;  ‘fresh fibres’;  ‘freshly felled t rees’ and ‘m ake a 

difference’.   

 

Qu est ion  3 :  Tr an sla t ion s f r om  Ur d u  t o  En g l i sh   

(a)  This passage was about  ‘I ncreasing inflat ion’ and carr ied 15 

m arks. I t  was conveying a realist ic picture of present  day econom ic 

situat ion of m ost  households. This passage was accessible by m ost  

candidates who m anaged to produce a good piece of t ranslat ion. The 

words which caused difficulty in t ranslat ing were ‘am arat ’;  ‘tawazan’;  

‘m utwassat  tabqey’;  ‘hunar’;  ‘good jobs’;  ‘scholarships’. These words 

and phrases proved rather challenging for som e candidates. There 

was also evidence of shallow reading before t ranslat ing and glossing 

over certain words and phrases.  

(b)  This short  passage was about  ‘Harry Pot ter them e park’ and 

carr ied 10 m arks. I t  was slight ly m ore dem anding and candidates had 

to be a lit t le m ore careful in t ranslat ion. I n m any instances, 

candidates st ruggled with phrases like ‘seyyahon’;  ‘char m illion’;  

‘azafa’, ‘m ehnghai key doar m ein’;   to t ranslate into English correct ly 

and lost  few m arks. A num ber of candidates m ade basic errors in the 

spelling of com m on Urdu words.  

 

Qu est ion  4 :  Essay s o r  Let t er   

I n this quest ion, there was a choice of three essays and one let ter 

based on a given st im ulus;  candidates were asked to write on any 

one of the given topics for essays or a let ter. They were expected to 

either just ify their  opinion or choice within the essay topic;  or write 

an interest ing account  of an event  with a bit  of creat ivity for the 

let ter, in order to dem onst rate their  good language skills.  

The m ajority of the candidates who had good vocabulary and 

language skills   perform ed very well.  They dem onst rated their 

knowledge of the subject  and tackled the topic very m aturely. They 



 

gave very good reasons to just ify their  argum ents for or against  in 

very convincing m anner and were able to score good m arks. A sm all 

num ber of candidates with poor vocabulary and language skills 

st ruggled to do well and scored less m arks. 

The first  m ost  popular topic was (d) ,  writ ing a let ter, ‘Your two 

brothers live abroad.  Write a let ter to them , telling them  all about  

your grandfather’s golden wedding anniversary, which you at tended’.  

This provided som e good reading from  the work of m any candidates, 

but  som e candidates described the event  in an interest ing account  of 

their  grandfather’s Golden Wedding Anniversary celebrat ion. This 

let ter provided a test  to check their  target  language writ ing skills. The 

m ajority of candidates perform ed very well and dem onst rated good 

let ter writ ing skills and achieved good m arks both in content  and 

quality of language. 

  

The second m ost  popular com posit ion was (c)  ‘How can we m ake our 

area look m ore beaut iful?’ This topic required a good account  of the 

pract ical ways of ensuring that  your area looks clean and beaut iful. I t  

was well at tem pted by candidates who cam e up with good reasoning 

on how to im prove, housing, health, educat ion and em ploym ent  

opportunit ies for the people to help them  get  bet ter jobs. A few 

candidates lacked the flavour of a good and realist ic argum ent  and 

reasoning in their  writ ing and appeared to be fulfilling m ore or less a 

form ality. 

 

The third m ost  popular topic was (b)  ‘Should we cast  our vote 

sensibly or em ot ionally?’ This topic provided som e good and 

interest ing reading with a good num ber of accounts describing 

reasons and experiences to ensure that  you vote sensibly and elect  

good leaders. Candidates seem ed to enjoy writ ing on this topic as it  

helped them  to let  off em ot ional steam .  

 

The last  choice was (a)  ‘Why are there no suitable job opportunit ies 

for the educated?’ This topic brought  one or two good pieces of 

com posit ion explaining the benefits of keeping away from  bad fr iends. 

Many candidates lost  m arks due to too m any gram m at ical m istakes in 

their  writ ten work, poor quality of language or lack of fluency in 

writ ten language. 

 



 

The abilit y to plan and present  a balanced essay, with an 

int roduct ion, argum ent / reasoning and a conclusion or opinion, as well 

as dem onst rat ing a good com m and of the Urdu language and a 

coherent  approach, was evident  from  the m ajority of essays.  

 

I t  always helps to m aintain a realist ic, natural and system at ic approach in 

writ ing an essay or a let ter by avoiding confusion and loss of focus within a 

specified topic.   



 

Gr ad e Bou n d ar ies 
 
 
The m odern foreign languages specificat ions share a com m on design, but  

the assessm ents in different  languages are not  ident ical. Grade boundaries 

at  unit  level reflect  these differences in assessm ents, ensuring that  

candidate outcom es across these specificat ions are com parable at  

specificat ion level.  

 

 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website 

on this link:  ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com / iwant to/ Pages/ grade-boundaries.aspx  
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